
Smart Use of Educational Technology 

One Tool, Two lesson Plans 

Introduction 

Is the growing emphasis on educational technology a bandwagon? Do we really foster learning by 

integrating technology in our lessons, or are we selling the same old stuff at a higher cost because it is 

disguised in a new fancy package? Here are a few questions you may want to ask yourself when making 

decisions about using technology in class: 

1. Does it help me to achieve my course objectives?  

2. Does the classroom have the required technological equipment (wireless, loudspeakers, projector, 

etc.)? (Harmer, 2015) 

3. Do the students have the required technological equipment and apps? (Harmer, 2015) 

4. Does using technology increase the effectiveness and efficiency of my lesson? (Harmer, 2015) 

5. Am I being a good role-model when using a particular technology? (E.g. Do I know how to present 

an effective lesson using power point slides?) 

6. Am I making pedagogically sound decisions? (Harmer, 2015) (E.g. That there are plenty of videos out 

there does not really change the fact that having students watch videos without a clear task is a bad 

idea. With a pre-while-post design, in a typical lesson we can exploit approximately a video that is 7 

minutes in length.  

If the answers you give to the questions above are “yes”, you may proceed with confidence. 

In the rest of this paper, I will present how I use an Internet application, Padlet in my classes. I will start 

with a review of the application and describe how to make a padlet on your computer. Then, I will 

present two lessons in which I used Padlet. I will also share some student samples from these lessons. 

Finally, I will reflect on the educational merits of technology integration in these two lessons.  

Review of Padlet 

On its webpage, Padlet is described as “an Internet application that allows people to express their 

thoughts on a common topic easily. It works like an online sheet of paper where people can put any 

content (e.g. images, videos, documents, text) anywhere on the page, together with anyone, from any 

device”.  

Padlet has a number of features that make it an effective and efficient educational tool. Padlet: 

 enables instant view of student responses on the screen  

 is free  

 is available for PC, tablets and smart phones 

 is easy to use (It takes approximately 5 minutes to prepare a *padlet) 

 allows uploading various files ranging from Pdf documents to short videos on the padlet 

 offers public or private sharing options 

 allows exporting the padlet in a range of formats 

* the term “padlet” in lower case letters used to refer to the pad that appears on the Padlet screen. 



My overall rating: As a teacher, I give 5 stars out of 5 to Padlet.  However, my plan for the next term 

is to ask my students to rate it, and learn what they think. 

How to prepare a padlet  

Here is a step-by-step description of preparing a padlet. 

1. Go to https://padlet.com and create and account.  

2. Click on new Padlet. 

  

3. You will be directed to a new page. Here you can do a number of things including giving your padlet 

a title, choosing the layout (freeform, grid or stream) and deciding on a wallpaper for your padlet.  

Personally, I prefer using “grid” since this layout makes it easier to follow the responses on the screen. 

Although there is more you can do here, this much information is sufficient to create a nice padlet. 

Feel free to explore the rest on your own. 

 

 

Enter the title 

Choose the layout 

Choose the wallpaper 

https://padlet.com/


4. Having created a padlet, it is time to share it. Click NEXT on the screen. On the next page, there are 

people & privacy options. I prefer to use the “password protected” option.  Choose “can write” for 

those with access so that students can post their messages. Create a password and save your padlet.  

 

5. When you click on SHARE/EXPORT/EMBED, you will be offered a number of ways you can share 

your padlet.  

 

3. Save 

1. Choose the privacy 

option 

2. Create a password 



In my class, we prefer using the QR code. Using the application they have downloaded on their smart 

phones, students take a photo of the QR code, and they click on the link that appears on their phones. 

They enter the password I give and access the padlet.  

6. As I stated earlier, it is possible to upload a range of files on your padlet. Below, you can see my 

Banksy padlet. I have uploaded the lesson plan, a YouTube video and an MP3 recording on my padlet. 

They are all downloadable.   

 

7. To export a padlet, you simply need to click on Export on the SHARE/EXPORT/EMBED page. You 

can export your padlet sheet in any of the given formats. 

 

8. Finally, when you want to access your previous work, click the green icon on the main page.  

 

 

Click the green icon 



1 tool 2 lessons 

Lesson 1  

Presentation Skills: Getting the input from students 

Students come to our classes with a lot of knowledge and experience. Utilizing students’ background 

knowledge may benefit both the students and teachers in a number of ways. This lesson builds the 

teaching of effective presentation skills on what students already know about the topic.  

Course: ENG 211 Academic Speaking Skills 

Objective: By the end of the lesson, students will be able to identify the main features of an effective 

presentation. 

Procedure 

1. Ask the students if they have ever watched a remarkably good or bad presentation. Almost always 

the answer to this question is yes. However, if there are students who say that they do not remember 

any such presentations, you can ask them to think about the lectures they have attended to. Give them 

some think time. 

2. Then show them the Padlet page on the screen. Share the password. In five minutes, working in 

pairs, they will make a list of the features that make of a presentation good and/ or bad. Then, using 

their smart phones, they will post their list on Padlet. 

 

Screenshot 1 from Effective Presentations Padlet 

3. When time is up, direct students’ attention to the screen. As a whole-class activity, go over the 

criteria students have come up with. While doing this, on the board, classify the features under the 

main titles in ENG 211 rating scale (organization, content, physical delivery, vocal delivery and audio 

visuals). When there are responses that need clarification, invite students to make explanations. You 

may want to highlight the features that recur in student responses since this repetition is likely to 

indicate these features’ relatively higher importance in determining a presentation’s effectiveness.  

Comment 

At the end of the lesson, I usually come up with a complete lists of the presentation skills that will be 

covered in the syllabus, and I tell students that we will explore all. Screenshot 2 shows what my 

students came up with. 

 



 

(Screenshot 2 from Effective Presentations Padlet- Exported from Padlet as an image) 

An alternative: The same technique can be used when teaching “preparing and using audio visuals 

effectively”. Screenshot 3 is taken from the effective AVs padlet my students generated.  



 

(Screenshot 3 from Effective AVs Padlet- Exported from Padlet as an image) 

 

Lesson 2  

An alternative listening lesson: Who asks the questions? 

We are all used to typical listening lessons where students listen to a text and answer a number of 

questions. What about reversing this a bit? In this lesson, students use an adapted version of mind 

mapping, a technique we use in testing to prepare listening and reading questions.  

Course: ENG 211 Oral Presentation Skill 

Objective: By the end of the lesson, students will  

have identified and noted down the main ideas and important details in an authentic talk  

have used their notes to orally summarize the main ideas and important details in the talk 

have used their notes to write questions about the main ideas and important details in the talk 

Procedure 

1. Tell the students that they are going to watch a TED Talk video on marketing food to children, and 

that they will discover the dirty strategies of food companies. Continue with a suitable pre-viewing 



activity that grabs the student’s attention and prepares them for the viewing.  (I usually use an activity 

which allows me to introduce or review some vocabulary.  In this lesson, I put the words pester, to 

bear the brunt of something and barrage on the board, and asked the students to predict how these 

are associated with marketing food to children. They used their online dictionaries to look up the 

words. Then, I elicited some associations. Dora Band Aids, My Coke Rewards and Oreo were the cultural 

elements that may have been unfamiliar to some of the students, so we also talked about them briefly 

before viewing the talk.) 

2. Explain that the video lasts 7 minutes, and they will watch it in three stops. As they watch the video, 

they will note down the main ideas and important details. In each stop, they will orally summarize 

what they have learnt to their partner. One student will be the summarizer and the other will be the 

listener. When the summarizer finishes or needs support, the listener will help. The roles will be 

switched in the next stop.   

3. When the listening and oral summarizing are over, tell the students to work with their partner and 

write two exam questions using their notes.  The questions will be shared on Padlet. Give them 5 

minutes to complete and post their questions.  

4. When they are ready, go over the questions as a class and ask the students to answer them. The 

group who wrote the questions are not allowed to answer the questions. You may correct some 

language mistakes and discuss whether the questions would be very difficult to answer in an exam. 

5. Finally, compare student-generated questions with teacher-made questions / questions in the 

coursebook. This really motivates them. Below there are two screenshots displaying questions by 

students in two different sections. 

 

 

(Screenshot 1 from Marketing Food to Children- Exported from Padlet as a Pdf) 

 



 

(Screenshot 2 from Marketing Food to Children- Exported from Padlet as an image) 

An Alternative: Make a list of the student-generated questions and edit them (I usually use the break 

time for this). Feel free to add one or two questions of your own. Students can take a photo of the 

questions (since you will need the screen). They will view the talk again to answer these questions. 

This technique provides a good reason for listening twice. Stronger students can get the finer shades, 

and thanks to the first-viewing tasks, the weaker ones will be have the linguistic and content support 

they need to aid their comprehension.  

 

Reflections on the effectiveness and efficiency of technology use in the sample lessons 

Overall, it can be concluded that smart technology is smartly used in these two lessons. Padlet 

contributed to the achievement of the lesson objectives, and it saved time. In addition, the Padlet-

lessons enabled the teacher tap into brain-based learning strategies by  

1. incorporating a multisensory approach (Jensen, 2000; Sousa, 2001; Wolfe, 2001)  

2. using the potential of colour in the learning environment (Jensen, 2000) 

3. encouraging student to make connections to prior learning and share them (Jensen, 2000; Sousa, 

2001) 

4. making room for peer teaching and interaction (Jensen, 2000; Wolfe, 2001) 

5. providing immediate peer and teacher feedback (Jensen, 2000; Sousa, 2001) 

Conclusion 

My own experience with technology is a love and hate relationship. So many things can go wrong in a 

lesson that depends on technology, and I feel rather nervous and tense before I am sure that 

everything is working fine. Also, I always have a contingency plan. However, at the end of the day, 

when initiated by smart pedagogical decision, technology offers us the opportunity to transform our 

lessons. It is worth the heart beats.   
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