
Teaching scenario Weare teaching an integrated skills language 
course for freshman students. The course is a 
four hour English class in which we aim at 
improving students’ language skills and critical 
thinking. As it is a four hour class with lots of 
things to do, it is hard to find enough time for 
student reflection and writing practice. 
Therefore, the issue is insufficient class time for 
an ongoing writing process and reflection. We 
hope to deal with this problem by using a Web 
tool that gives students some chance to reflect 
on the class topics through writing in reflection 
format. 
 

Course/subject area This tool can be used for Eng. 101 and for 102. 
They are basically integrated skills language 
courses where students try to improve their 
language skills and critical thinking. The specific 
components targeted for this teaching scenario 
is reflective writing (which hopefully 
contributes to critical thinking as well). 
 

Technology needed The tool does not require in-class technology. 
The implementation will be done extensively 
only; that is, the students will have to use the 
tool outside the class at their own pace and 
time. 
 

Web address (URL/Link) of the tool  https://penzu.com/ 

Most applicable features Penzu enables its users: 
-to get a free accounts 
- to write and keep online journals 
- to attach clips (e.g. photos) 
- to share with others through sending e-mails 
or links 
- to comment on written journals 
-to keep journals private if desired 

Skills needed Neither the teacher nor the students have tobe 
experts in using technology. The tools is user-
friendly and practical. The students should gain 
some insight about journal writing if they are 
not familiar with it, prior to the fulfillment of 
the task. 

Resources needed To use the tool, students should have access to 
computers and Internet connection. Students 
will have to write their online journals outside 
the class by using either their own computers or 
computer labs available on the university 
campus. 

Implementation 1. Prior knowledge: Students are always 
expected to voice their opinions about the 

https://penzu.com/


topics that are covered in class through reading 
texts or listening tasks. After being exposed to 
some kind ofdiscussion with those materials, 
they are asked to think and reflect on the 
concepts or to link the discussion to their own 
contexts or experiences. 
2. Although students know about oral 
reflection, before introducing the tool to the 
students, they should be familiarized with the 
concepts of reflective writing and journal 
writing. Tothis end, we can allocate some 
classtime (1 or 2 hours) to explain and show 
examples of reflective writing. 
3. After these reflective writing sessions in class, 
we can post a journal entry each week about 
the topics that are covered, on the class journal 
and send the entry to our students. This entry 
may be a controversial statement about the 
subject dealt within the text or a question that 
may provoke thinking. 
4. We may, then, encourage our students to 
post comments and create journal entries 
which the whole class can follow and be 
inspired by. 

 


